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BACEGROUND~--GENEVA RRFERENCES
TO ALL-VIEBTEAM BIECTICHS
I. The agreoment for the cesxation of hostili-
ties in Vietnmam, which im the document
actually wmigned at Geneva by representaiivis
of the commanders-in-chief of the Viet Mipt
arny and the French Uaiom forces in Indo-
china, makes only one brief reference to
future electlon;.
A. This is contained imn article L4i{aj}
| which states: "Pending the general
elections which villafrtag about the
unification of Vietnam, tﬁe conduct of
civil administratioan in each regrouping
zone shall-be in the hands of ths p&rty‘
whose forces ares to be regrouped there

by virtue of thia agreement,”

II. The main Geneva reference to elections in
Vietasm is contained in the final declara-

tion iasued by the Confersncs Jecreiariat,
the wvallidity of which the South Vietnamese
delegaticn refused to ackmnowledge.
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“The comnfersnce doclares that, so far ;
a8 Viotarm 1& comcexned, the settlanenti
of political problems, effected om the
basin of respect for the principles

of iadependence, unity and territorial
iztegrity, shall permit the Vietnamese
people to enjoy the fundamental freedom
guarantesd by democratic institutions

established as a result of free gensral
% :

that the restoration of peace may have
made sufficient progress and that

there may be procontvall the necessary
conditions to permit the frto_ixproslmon_
of the matiomal will, general electioas ;
wili take place in dJuly 1958, under the :
contrcl of an international commission
composed of representatives of the
states which are members of the inter-
antional commiszion for uspervision and

control proviﬁcq for in the accord on é
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the cossation of hostilities, CoRn- :

seltations will take place on this
subject between competant ropronoita»

tive suthorities of the two mones

after July 20, 185335."
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B. The French Poreign 0ffice recsatly
stated that legal office bhas inmnter-
preted this article as meaning that
Vietnamese-Viet Minh contact should
take place on 20 July 19355, and not

just at some time subseguent thereto.

-3

| .
App;roved For Release 200MBP79R00890A000600010022-6
| e

g - mpsee: - e e




